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Braiform

Each year 15 billion clothes hangers are used by the garment industry across the world.
Plastic is often used as a hanger material as it is durable, easily produced and cheaper than
most alternatives. However, some hangers produced for clothes industries are used for as
little as three months before they are discarded, sometimes as soon as they reach the
checkout. The short lifespan of these hangers means that more need to be produced to
meet the demands of those clothes manufacturers and retailers who need them to
distribute and to sell their products.

For decades companies have continued to produce, use and depose of hangers in this
traditional fashion. The waste stream of these products is therefore very inefficient, with
more raw materials being required for new hangers, more plastic going to landfill, and more
harmful emissions entering the atmosphere both during production and transportation. The
manufacture of some plastics such as those used for packaging and common household
items are known to have adverse effects on wildlife, habitats and even on human health.

To help tackle the environmental impact one company has recognised an opportunity to
close the loop of this system, lower costs, and benefit everyone. Braiform have decided to
prioritise hanger re-use rather than hanger production. They have become a global leader in
garment hanger reuse with over 50 years’ experience working with major brands and
retailers around the world. They have achieved this by working closely with companies and
partners to help them recognise re-useable hangers as valuable and cost-effective resource,
and by connecting them with a network of re-use and re-distribution centres around the
world. This not only drives down their costs but helps them become more sustainable and
reach their own green targets.
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